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Game bird breeding, brooding 

and rearing in the UK 

ÅLarge numbers of pheasants and red-legged partridges 

are reared and released for sporting purposes 

ïDerived from eggs produced by captive breeding flocks 

ïEggs incubated artificially 

ïChicks reared intensively prior to release 

ÅWelfare concerns raised by Farm Animal Welfare Council 

in 2008 

ÅCode of Practice for the Welfare of Gamebirds Reared for 

Sporting Purposes: England from January 2011, Scotland 

from February 2011 

2 



Game bird breeding, brooding 

and rearing in the UK 

ÅThis presentation: 

ïSummarises some aspects of the rearing of 

young gamebirds in Scotland, and whether they 

comply with the gamebird welfare codes 

ïConsiders the effects of alternative housing on 

the welfare of breeding pheasants 
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Gamebird rearing, the old fashioned 

wayé. 



Code of Practice for the Welfare of Gamebirds 

Reared for Sporting Purposes 
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Gamebird rearing in 2009 

ÅIn-depth questionnaires carried out on 12 sites 

rearing pheasants (around 500,000 birds) and 11 

sites rearing red-legged partridges (around 

200,000 birds) 

ÅDo they comply with the new gamebird welfare 

codes? 

ÅSelected aspects: source of birds; 

accommodation; ventilation/lighting; bits/beak 

trimming; transport to release pens; health. 
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Source of chicks 
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Source of chicks 

Å12 sites that reared over 500,000 pheasants 

ï46% imported from France as day-old chicks 

ï19% imported from France as hatching eggs 

ï35% derived from eggs produced and hatched in the 

UK 

Å11 sites that reared nearly 200,000 partridges  

ï60% imported from France or Spain as day-old chicks 

ï18% imported from France as hatching eggs 

ï22% derived from eggs produced and hatched in the 

UK 
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Accommodation during rearing 

ÅHeated brooder huts / unheated 

nursery/shelter areas / grass runs 

ÅFixed sheds, access to gravel runs 

ÅFixed sheds, access to elevated slats or 

wire floors 
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Pheasant rearing pens 

First stage - brooder hut. 

Heat provided by ñelectric 

hensò or gas brooders. 

Second stage - shelter 

pen or nursery pen. No 

artificial heat in this 

section. 

Third stage - grass runs. 

Eventually birds will spend 

the night in the grass runs. 
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Multiple rows of rearing pens 
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Pheasant rearing 

pens 

One alternative to 

the use of moveable 

brooder huts and 

grass runs 

A permanent 

building with a 

series of long runs 

with gravel floors 
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Pheasant rearing 

sheds 

Another alternative to the 

hut / shelter pen / grass 

run is the use of a large 

shed with central 

passageway leading to 

individual brooder units 

and small outdoor 

extensions on suspended 

wire mesh floors. 
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Red-legged partridge 

chicks being reared on 

wire 

A series of elevated 

heated brooder 

huts with access to 

an outside run with 

a suspended wire 

mesh floor. 



Accommodation during rearing 

ÅWelfare codes require that the accommodation 

provides ñappropriate size, stocking densities and 

facilities, including appropriate environmental 

enrichment, to ensure good health and welfareò. 

ïStocking densities appropriate? 

ïGroup size appropriate? 

ïEnvironmental enrichment? Perches? Hiding places? 
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Ventilation and lighting 

ÅPheasants/partridges: natural ventilation on 18 

sites, automatic fans on 5 sites, 1 site manual 

fans 

ÅMost of those with fans had automatic back-up 

ÅPheasants/partridges: 12 sites with natural lighting 

(supplemented by brooder light), 12 with artificial 

lighting 

ÅWelfare codes require ñfixed artificial lighting 

should have a dimming facilityò and ña minimum 

continuous dark period of 6 hours/24 hoursò 
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Brooder hut ï natural ventilation 

and lighting 


