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1 - Duck and goose production worldwide  
 

 

2 - Duck and goose species of interest worldwide  
 

 

3 - Rearing practices and housing systems for waterfowls  

- In Europe [France],  

- In Asia [mainly China]  
 

4 - Conclusions 

 

 

 

Talk overview  
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Poultry & Waterfowl production worldwide  

Poultry meat World Production:  
 

91,7 millions T (2008)  
 

Egg world production: >60 10 9 

Broilers  

86% 

Turkey  
7% 

Ducks 
4% 

Geese 

3% 
Others  

0,1% 

Waterfowl products:  
 

- Meat: 6.2 10 6 T (7% Poultry meat),  
-  Ducks : 3.8 10 6 T (1.1 109 ducks)  
- Geese : 2.4 106 T (350 10 6 geese) 
 

- Eggs: > 4 109 (Ducks), Geese?,  
 

- Down & Feathers: > 250000 T (D/G = 70/30%),  
 

- Foie-gras: 24000 T (D/G = 80/20%),   



Geographical distribution of waterfowl production worldwide  
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Europe 
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Asia 
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China 
2238 - 94% 

Asia 
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Ducks: 3.78 millions T  Ducks: 3.78 millions T 
1.1 109 ducks  

 

Eggs: > 4 109 

Geese: 2.38 millions T  
350 10 6 geese  



Duck genotypes raised for production worldwide  
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Asia 
3122 - 83% 

Europe 
459 - 12% 

Africa  
57- 2% 

America  
112 - 3% 

Oceania 
12 <.03% 

China 
2536 - 67% 

France 
249 - 6% 

Common ducks (Anas platyrhynchos) , Muscovy ducks 
(Cairina moschata)  and their intercross, the mule ducks.   

Meat type: Common (Pekin), Muscovy and mule ducks.  

Egg layer breeds: Common ducks  
(Tsaiya, Khaki -Campbell, Shao-Xing).  Common 

90% 
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Ducks: 3.78 millions T 
1.1 109 ducks  

 

Eggs: > 4 109 
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Geese: 2.38 millions T  
350 10 6 geese  

Europe 
70 - 3% 

Africa  
55 - 2% 

America  
2 - <.01% 

Asia 
2250 - 95% 

China 
2238 - 94% The greylag -goose (Anser anser ) of European origin (1 -2) and 

the swan goose (Anser cygnoïdes ) of Asiatic origin (3 -4). 
 

1 

2 

3 
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 In  1999, the  standing  committee  of  the  European Council adopted  3 
specific  recommendations  devoted  to  waterfowls .  
 

They respectively  concern the  :  
 - Common or Domestic ducks (Anas platyrhynchos)  (T-AP [94/3],  
 - Muscovy ducks (Cairina moschata)  and the mule ducks (T -AP [95/20]),  
 - Domestic geese (Anser sp.) (T-AP [95/5]).  

Major driving forces toward a move in rearing practices and 
housing systems for waterfowls in Europe  

 Due to  the  welfare  driving  force,  alternative  systems will  go toward  
less intensive  systems.  
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The most important dispositions are the followings :  
 - Completely slatted floors and individual cages are forbidden,  
 - Feed restriction strategies, ahemeral rhythms and split photoperiods are forbidden.  
 - Use of some water facilities (pipette, nipple drinker) might be restricted,  
 - Mutilation shall be prohibited therefore beak and claws trimming are not allowed for 
domestic ducks and geese, and only tolerated for Muscovy and mule ducks.  
 - All accommodation shall fulfil these requirements by December 31 st , 2010, 

 Economical, environmental & welfare concerns  



Rearing practices and housing systems for ducks in Europe  
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Genotype System  Country  Stocking rate  
(birds/m 2) 

Stocking density  
(kg/m 2) 

Muscovy 

 
Conventional 

Germany 9 (no litter)  
5 (litter)  

35 
19 

France 13 (no litter)  52 

Free range  France 9 28 

 
Mule 

Conv. Rearing  France 4 16 

Overfeeding  France 10 (Individual 
cage) 

60 

Pekin 

Conventional 

Germany 6 20 

United 
Kingdom 

7 (litter)  
8 (no litter)  

22 
25 

Netherlands  8 25 

France 15 (no litter)  46 

Free range  France 8 35 

Organic  UK NA  

Germany 6 20 

[From Rodenburg et al ., 2005 ] 
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[From Rodenburg et al ., 2005 ] 

Genotypes Pekin Muscovy Mule 

Rearing 
Conditions 

Conv. Organic  Conv. Free range  
Conv. 

Growth  
Over -

feeding  

Floor  
Litter/  
Slatted/  
Mix  

Litter  
Slatted  
(±  litter)  

Slatted  
Litter  
(±  
Slatted)  

Cage 

Outdoor run  No Yes  No Yes  Yes No 

Drinkers  
nipple/  
bell/  
trough  

nipple/  
bell  

nipple/  
bell/  
trough  

nipple/  
trough  

nipple/  
trough  

Water 
trough  

Open water  No Yes No No No No 

Flock size  
3,000 -
13,000 

3,000  
3,000 -
10,000 

3,000 -
10,000 

2,500  600  

Stocking density  25 kg/m 2 20 kg/m 2 40 kg/m 2 28 kg/m 2 4 kg/m 2 60 kg/m 2 

Final BW 3 kg 3 kg 4 kg 3 kg 4 kg 6-7 kg 

Beak Trimming  No No Yes Yes Yes 

Claw trimming  No No Yes Yes No 



Rearing practices and housing systems for ducks in France  

Pictures Le Douarin Réussir Aviculture  



Rearing practices and housing systems for muscovy ducks in France  
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Pictures CLEVA 

Muscovy ducks are sexually dimorphic,  >  (45%).  
Single sex rearing a common practice  

Female slaughtered at younger ages (10 vs. 12 wks)  
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Rearing practices and housing systems for ducks in France  

Pictures Le Douarin Réussir Aviculture  



Growing period  
8 wks 

Rearing practices and housing systems for mule ducks in France  
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Over -feeding period  
2 wks 

Starting period  
4 wks 


