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Laying hen housing terms: 
(Fiks & Elson for LayWel, 2005) 

Â CC   = conventional cage 

Â FC   = furnished (enriched) cage 

Â FCS = small FC (under 15 hens)  

Â FCL = large FC (over 30 hens) 

Â NC   = non-cage system e.g. 

aviary/barn, free-range, organic. 



Effects of Directive 99/74/EC 

Â Move away from CCs to FCs and 

NCs.  Rates of change & systems 

chosen are affected by consumer 

demand and vary by country, but 

most EU hens likely to be in FCs 

Â Increased production costs 

Â Less beak mutilation 

Â Improved laying hen welfare 

 



Strong diversity in egg production systems 

between EU Member States  

 

Reflects regulatory background and national consumer 
demand related to their perceptions of laying hen welfare  
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FCs 
Furnished  

(enriched)  

[colony]  

cages 

750 cm²/hen:600 over 45cm 
 



Minimum requirements in FCs 

Â Area: 750 cm²/hen, 600 usable area 

Â Perches: 15 cm/hen 

Â Feed troughs: 12 cm/hen 

Â Drinker cups/nipples: 2 in reach 

Â Nest + Litter area + claw shortener 

Â Aisles 90 cm: 35 cm below cages 



FCS for 8 hens 



FCS 8-hen òComfort cageò with 45 weeks 

of age LSL layers. Wing stretching, 

perching and use of litter and nest 

 Nest 

Litter 

Perch 



 

FCL for 40 ï 44 hens 



  FCL for 48 hens 
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FCL for 60 hens 



FCL for 80 hens 


